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Art Unit: 3761 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

The following title is suggested: Disposable Feminine Panty with Attached 
Sanitary Napkin Combination. 

2. The 'elastic waist band' 155, 255 as shown in the figures and as recited in claims 
1 and 10 is not included in the specification. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 4, 
paragraph 0020, lines 6-7 of the specification 'pad 4 is sandwiched in a pocket or pouch 
sealed by top portion lining 6 and bottom lining 8' is referred to as the 'sanitary pad is 
sandwiched between top and bottom portion' in claim 5. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Language Interpretation 

4. The 'sanitary pad is sandwiched between top and bottom portion' as recited in 
claim 5 is interpreted to mean the sanitary pad is either located between the top and 
bottom surfaces of the crotch portion but is not necessarily limited to being sandwiched 
between multiple layers that comprise the crotch portion. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1-2 and 4-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Johnson (US 3,237,625). Johnson discloses disposable cotton brief-style baby panty 10 
comprising a back portion 12 connected to front portion 11, connected crotch portion 13, 
elastic waist aperture, multi-layers 33,34,35/sanitary pad which draw and wick moisture 
away from the skin sandwiched between top and bottom portion that are secured to the 
first layer 20 of crotch portion 13 by means of stitching 36 and by binding strips/fusing 
25, 26 (column 1, lines 59-64, col. 2, lines 4-14, and lines 37-50, figures 1-3). 

6. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Titone et al. 
(US 2,748,772). Titone et al. discloses disposable panty 10 made from low cost cheese- 
cloth material, an elastic waist opening 20, crotch portion 26 which includes sanitary 
napkin 28 held in place by stitching 32 around the periphery of the inner wall 30 of the 
crotch portion (column 2, lines 1-27, figures 1 and 3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 
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1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Johnson 

(US 3,237,625) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Southwell (US 

4,560,381 ). Johnson discloses the brief-style baby panty 10 as discussed above with 

respect to claim 1 . Johnson does not expressly disclose a bikini-style undergarment. 

Southwell discloses a disposable woman's protective menstrual panty that may be used 

with any size, type or shape of outer panty shell such as brief, bikini, etc and having 

depression means for holding a feminine napkin (column 3, lines 61 -column 4, line 6, 

column 5, lines 51-60). One would be motivated to modify the brief-style of Johnson 

with the bikini-style of Southwell since both references disclose disposable panties with 

a combination of attached absorbent napkin means. Therefore, it would be obvious to 

one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 

undergarment style of Johnson, thus providing a bikini-style undergarment. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Parravicini (US 3,424,162) is cited for showing disposable 
hygienic panty made of cellulose with elastic waistband 13 and sewn cotton insert 15. 
De Woskin (US 2,678,648) is cited for showing nylon sanitary panty 1 with plastic- 
coating inner side and sanitary napkin attached via fastener 33. Bonito (US 4,718,902) 
is cited for showing an inexpensive frill or bikini cotton or silk panty 10, elastic waistband 
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17, and stitched washable panty liner 1 1 used in addition to an external sanitary napkin. 
Leathers (US 4,940,463) is cited for showing disposable bikini cotton, paper, or plastic 
panty 10 in combination with an attached sanitary napkin 12 in the crotch region. 
Osborn et al. (US 5,827,261 ) is cited for showing washable menstrual panty 28 with 
catamenial pad assembly 50 connected in the crotch region via hook and loop fasteners 
84, 86, 88 and elastic waistband 24. Ismail (US 6,616,649) is cited for showing pad 30 
connected to underwear 10 in crotch part 14 via hooks 40. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura C. Hill whose telephone number is 571-272-7137. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday (off every other 
Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1 115. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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